May 27, 2022
Dear SAES 6th graders,
This summer we would like you to read at least five NEW books from at least three different

genres. You are welcome to read physical books, read on a device, or listen to audiobooks. This
list provides recommendations based on literature that students have often enjoyed.

You must log the five books you read and bring your list to class on the first day of school. You
must read books you haven’t read before! You DO NOT have to log your reading each night,

but you should be prepared to talk about your novels during the first couple of days of class.

Best,
The English Department

*Please note that the grade recommendation below is based on content, not on reading level.

REALISTIC FICTION

Title Author Grade Recommendation
The Hate U Give Angie Thomas 7th and up
On The Come Up Angie Thomas 7th and up
Long Way Down Jason Reynolds 7th and up
Ghost Jason Reynolds 7th and up
The Fault in Qur Stars John Greene 7th and up
The Length of a String Elissa Brent Weissman 7th and up
The Stars Beneath our Feet David Barclay Moore 7th and up
Genesis Begins Again Alicia D. Williams 6th and up
The Length of a String Elissa Brent Weissman 6th and up
Front Desk Kelly Yang 6th and up



https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32075671-the-hate-u-give?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=lU96Sc5aAk&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35887567-on-the-come-up
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22552026-long-way-down?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=icRIbzwuff&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28954126-ghost?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=7Go4mfvGzN&rank=17
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11870085-the-fault-in-our-stars?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=TgnpFw9a2b&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/31394849-the-length-of-a-string?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=bcqvZYWdDT&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34057229-the-stars-beneath-our-feet?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=HeYcOyqrZF&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25753113-genesis-begins-again?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=zlxeK2H2jv&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/31394849-the-length-of-a-string
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36127488-front-desk

A Long Walk to Water Linda Sue Park 6th and up
The Breadwinner Deborah Ellis 6th and up
Fish in a Tree Lynda Mullaly Hunt 6th and up
Qut of my Mind Sharon Draper 6th and up
A Thousand Questions Saadia Faruqi 6th and up
House Arrest K. A. Holt 6th and up
The Thing About Jellyfish Ali Benjamin 6th and up
Counting by Sevens Holly Goldberg Sloan 6th and up
The Crossover Kwame Alexander 6th and up
The First Rule of Punk Celia Perez 6th and up
MYSTERY

Title Author Grade Recommendation
When you Reach Me Rebeca Stead 6th and up
A Properly Unhaunted Place Will Alexander 6th and up
Spirit Hunters Ellen Oh 6th and up
The Charmed Children of 6th and up
Rookskill Castle Janet Fox

The Blackthorn Key Kevin Sands 6th and up
Greenglass House Kate Milford 6th and up
The Westing Game Ellen Raskin 6th and up
Clara Voyant 6th and up

Rachelle Delaney



https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7981456-a-long-walk-to-water?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=qk7iUXMfB8&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/828015.The_Breadwinner?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=OxONmaYyLs&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22402972-fish-in-a-tree
https://www.lyndamullalyhunt.com/books/fish-in-a-tree/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6609765-out-of-my-mind
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/49203392-a-thousand-questions
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/24905366-house-arrest?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=F3LoqslcxI&rank=1
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&biw=1431&bih=697&sxsrf=ALeKk00C67-bqugyIKF4GBeZJQeAvnurvw:1589400906035&q=K.+A.+Holt&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LVT9c3NEwqTysrzjUsUeIBc00Mc3OLKyq0ZLKTrfST8vOz9cuLMktKUvPiy_OLsq0SS0sy8osWsXJ56yk46il45OeU7GBlBADBvIVITQAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj9maPj07HpAhVOK80KHQ8tDh8QmxMoATAbegQIChAD
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/24396876-the-thing-about-jellyfish?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=Gx0oDJXe4K&rank=1
https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&sa=X&biw=1431&bih=697&sxsrf=ALeKk011mL_WoAsrf8iMBflKfTAS-KE7yg:1589400719349&q=Ali+Benjamin&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LVT9c3NEzONTArKUgyVoJwk8yKLdLSjUy1ZLKTrfST8vOz9cuLMktKUvPiy_OLsq0SS0sy8osWsfI45mQqOKXmZSXmZubtYGUEAOxSdr9QAAAA&ved=2ahUKEwjL76CK07HpAhWNZ80KHUc_Bn4QmxMoATAlegQICxAD
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/15937108-counting-by-7s
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/931363.Holly_Goldberg_Sloan
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18263725-the-crossover?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=kmtL4iVZuv&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33245571-the-first-rule-of-punk
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/5310515-when-you-reach-me?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=0PDBw6FIgS&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32333261-a-properly-unhaunted-place?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=7jDM04BdwL&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25117605-spirit-hunters?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=j0rx16UOiU&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/23208665-the-charmed-children-of-rookskill-castle?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=yVoT4d9B2g&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/23208665-the-charmed-children-of-rookskill-castle?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=yVoT4d9B2g&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/23270216-the-blackthorn-key?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=gG9556YpZy&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18222716-greenglass-house?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=sDiguQdj8a&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/902.The_Westing_Game?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=CcLMoW0qek&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36592401-clara-voyant?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=hXdYVhe4s3&rank=1

Insionificant Events in the
Life of a Cactus

Dusti Bowling

6th and up

Chasing Secrets Gennifer Choldenko 7th and up

Down the Rabbit Hole Peter Abrahams 6th and up

Summerlost Alli Condie 6th and up

The Emperor s Riddle Kat Zhang 6th and up
NON-FICTION

Title Author Grade Recommendation

The Borden Murders Sarah Miller 6th and up

Born a Crime (Young Trevor Noah 7th and up

Reader s Edition)

Hidden Figures (Young Margot Lee Shetterly 6th and up

Reader s Edition)

Unbroken (Young Reader s Laura Hillenbrand 6th and up

Edition)

Boys in the Boat (Young Gregory Mone & Daniel 6th and up

Reader s Edition) James Brown

The Boy who Harnessed the | William Kamkwamba 6th and up

Wind

I am Malala (Young Reader’s | Malala Yousafzai 6th and up

Edition)

Life in Motion Misty Copeland 6th and up

L Will Always Write Back Caitlin Alifirenka 6th and up

FANTASY/SCI-FI



https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33986447-insignificant-events-in-the-life-of-a-cactus?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=VUP3PxBT65&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33986447-insignificant-events-in-the-life-of-a-cactus?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=VUP3PxBT65&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/23615684-chasing-secrets?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=IzJQK66jdY&rank=1
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/down-the-rabbit-hole
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/summerlost
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/27508527-the-emperor-s-riddle
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20649206-the-borden-murders?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=ZWs8O0O1Ai&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40909450-it-s-trevor-noah?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=Zr3LbZr64f&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/40909450-it-s-trevor-noah?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=Zr3LbZr64f&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30840370-hidden-figures?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=p2XjVNcj5d&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30840370-hidden-figures?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=p2XjVNcj5d&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/21965110-unbroken?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=P9yLwamDPJ&rank=6
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/21965110-unbroken?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=P9yLwamDPJ&rank=6
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30688059-the-boys-in-the-boat?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=jRLJCcEc9i&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/30688059-the-boys-in-the-boat?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=jRLJCcEc9i&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6419887-the-boy-who-harnessed-the-wind?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=iwUXt7dVay&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6419887-the-boy-who-harnessed-the-wind?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=iwUXt7dVay&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/19161872-i-am-malala?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=4kAKyYu0oe&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/19161872-i-am-malala?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=4kAKyYu0oe&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18143768-life-in-motion?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=EMsUUENHK8&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22875069-i-will-always-write-back?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=u7q3ULTvXA&rank=1

Title Author Grade Recommendation
Children of Blood and Bone | Tomi Adeyemi 7th and up
The Bookwanderers Anna James 6th and up
Shadow and Bone Series Leigh Bardugo 7th and up
The Graveyard Book Neil Gaiman 6th and up
Tale of Magic Chris Colfer 6th and up
Anything by Rick Riordan Rick Riordan 6th and up
Small Spaces Katherine Arden 6th and up
The False Prince Jennifer A. Neilsen 7th and up
The Girl Who Drank the Kelly Barnhill 6th and up
Moon
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Ransom Riggs 6th and up
Peculiar Children
Wildwood Colin Meloy 6th and up
Tristan Strong Punches a Kwame Mbalia 6th and up
Hold in the Sky
Charlie Hernandez & the Ryan Calejo 6th and up
League of Shadows
Legend Series Marie Lu 6th and up
The Arc of the Scythe Neal Shusterman 6th and up
Akata Witch Nnedi Okorafor 7th and up
Echo Pam Munoz Ryan 6th and up
How I Became a Ghost Tim Tingle 6th and up
When You Trap a Tiger Tae Teller 6th and up
GRAPHIC NOVELS
Title Author Grade Recommendation



https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34728667-children-of-blood-and-bone?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=GSfQDMRn1x&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/50173059-pages-co?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=aogSKendg9&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/10194157-shadow-and-bone?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=K4AHQnqHXT&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2213661.The_Graveyard_Book?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=MECY99GMx7&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/44014779-a-tale-of-magic?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=lVzJnFnnDs&rank=3
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28187.The_Lightning_Thief?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=PJwkNykTOo&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36959639-small-spaces?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=ncV61nqj8F&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/12432220-the-false-prince?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=wx1thdoKGm&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28110852-the-girl-who-drank-the-moon?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=apbzFneY07&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28110852-the-girl-who-drank-the-moon?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=apbzFneY07&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9460487-miss-peregrine-s-home-for-peculiar-children?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=TJWpWmjqZO&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9460487-miss-peregrine-s-home-for-peculiar-children?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=TJWpWmjqZO&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/10431447-wildwood?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=mZaYUEdvZA&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/39884337-tristan-strong-punches-a-hole-in-the-sky?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=AD8SQ4ErtF&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/39884337-tristan-strong-punches-a-hole-in-the-sky?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=AD8SQ4ErtF&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36347821-charlie-hern-ndez-and-the-league-of-shadows?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=YFOmpbWebq&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/36347821-charlie-hern-ndez-and-the-league-of-shadows?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=YFOmpbWebq&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9275658-legend?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=TDahcZw8Q8&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/45186666-scythe-thunderhead-the-toll?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=Br1ccbVlFD&rank=2
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/akata-witch
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/echo
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17901341-how-i-became-a-ghost
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/44901877-when-you-trap-a-tiger?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=dVuNhH6Dzl&rank=1

March John Lewis 6th and up
New Kid Jerry Craft 6th and up
Class Act Jerry Craft 6th and up
Amulet Series Kazu Kibuishi 6th and up
Nimona Noelle Stevenson 7th and up
Pashmina Nidhi Chanani 6th and up
They Call us Enemy George Takei 6th and up
Maus Art Spiegelman 7th and up
Anva s Ghost Vera Brosgol 7th and up
Witch Boy Molly Ostertag 6th and up
El Deafo Cece Bell 6th and up
HISTORICAL FICTION
Title Author Grade Recommendation
Ashes in the Snow Ruta Sepetys 7th and up
Fountains of Silence Ruta Sepetys 7th and up
One Crazy Summer Rita Williams-Garcia 6th and up
The Inquisitor’s Tale Adam Gidwitz 6th and up
The War that Saved my Life Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 6th and up
Inside Out and Back Again Thanhha Lai 6th and up
Resistance Jennifer A. Neilsen 6th and up
Lovely War Julie Berry 7th and up
Code of Honor Alan Gratz 6th and up
The Evolution of Calpurnia Jacqueline Kelly 6th and up

Tate



https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17346698-march?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=978HZHapHR&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/39893619-new-kid?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=9hrzLBlaG2&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/50358040-class-act
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1238684.The_Stonekeeper?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=eKIKTrNoab&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/19351043-nimona?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=v8xZqCrD7Z&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33163360-pashmina?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=PaLxrS7DOM&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42527866-they-called-us-enemy?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=8nNZoNgJh3&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/15196.Maus_I?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=OBtlMdWFTA&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9615347-anya-s-ghost
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/31193426-the-witch-boy?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=3lJXPVEmvc&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20701984-el-deafo?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=K0V1z6kOc9&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42356924-ashes-in-the-snow?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=HOa9pJiQve&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43220998-the-fountains-of-silence
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6609764-one-crazy-summer?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=rfcxr1WhgL&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29358517-the-inquisitor-s-tale?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=YOCjEoRltX&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20912424-the-war-that-saved-my-life?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=bTXbDjbHPN&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/8537327-inside-out-back-again?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=BgRssmHuRG&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/34739995-resistance?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=h9YaRKWaqz&rank=13
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/44107480-lovely-war?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=yXkOS1VT2e&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22608738-code-of-honor?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=7ktrQd2mk8&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6202556-the-evolution-of-calpurnia-tate?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=0D8dLEXx80&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6202556-the-evolution-of-calpurnia-tate?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=0D8dLEXx80&rank=1

Refugee Alan Gratz 6th and up
Samurai Shortstop Alan Gratz 6th and up
The Great Trouble Deborah Hopkinson 6th and up
Cloud and Wallfish Anne Nesbet 6th and up



https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33118312-refugee?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=6xNrRH5Wm9&rank=2
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/345460.Samurai_Shortstop?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=MyKasrhOv7&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/17061488-the-great-trouble?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=8w9N3Teqok&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25027372-cloud-and-wallfish

